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HOMESCHOOL LEARN.
PLAY.
H I V E THRIVE!

FLORIDA’S #1 HOMESCHOOL HUB!

Visit The Homeschool Hive to explore:

- Educational Curriculum - Toys & Games

- Portfolio Evaluations - Books

- Consultations - Arts & Crafts

- PIAT-R & ITBS Testing -and MUCH MORE!
GET IN TOUCH VISIT US! STORE HOURS
813-316-8299 5330 Ehrlich Road, Ste #121 Mon - Fri: 10:00AM - 5:00PM
www.thehomeschoolhive.com Tampa, Florida 33624 Sat & Sun: Closed

INSPIRE | EDUCATE | EMPOWER ‘24




WELCOME TO TBHC ‘24!
A

Hello Tampa Bay Homeschoolers, ~

~
Welcome to the 2nd Annual Tampa Bay Homeschool .
Conference! The outpouring of support and Klm Hannﬂn
encouragement following last year’s incredible FOUNDER/PRESIDENT
inaugural event meant so much to our team and we TBHC EHUUF;

are honored to bring this event back to our community.

Whether you are here testing the waters and wondering
if homeschooling could work for you or you are a
well-versed veteran ready to launch your baby into
high school or out into the world, it is our prayer that
you will find what you are looking for today. From
curriculum to books to colleges to SLP’s, there is so
much for you to discover to help you elevate your
homeschool and ignite their minds.

Courtney Vinson
FOUNDER/VICE PRESIDENT,
TBHC GROUP

Helping you to find connections that last and a
community that uplifts - this is our goal for today. And
we know with the encouraging words and up-to-date
information shared by our keynote speakers, Dennis

DiNoia of Mr. D Math, and Brenda Dickinson and . ~

Jason Crawford of Home Education Foundation and N S

the wonderful resources provided by Trail Life USA, ! S
The Homeschool Hive, and our other sponsors and S L. 2 “

exhibitors - you WILL find what you are looking for!

Please plan on spending the day with us. Enjoy the HELP’NG YOU To F’ND |
sessions, shop the exhibitor hall, stop by to say hello to CONNECT’ONS THAT LAST .

us and thank you to the team at HEF! And while you are

here, enjoy the delicious coffee from Trinity Commons AND A COMM UN’TY .'

Coffee and one of many food options from our lunch

vendors — 10% of ALL proceeds from beverages and THAT UPL’FTS! !
food will be donated directly to HEF Connect so they ,'
can continue their important work in Tallahassee, being - = ’

our voice in the capital and keeping Florida on the 4 D
forefront of parent-directed education. ’

Kim Hannon
Founder/President, TBHC Group
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to launch a Trail Life Troop in your community

) Adventure Awaits! Give yourself a break from your boy’s pent-up boundless
energy. Send him outside camping, hiking, and exploring the outdoors with dad
and/or a community of dad-likes, who are focused on developing the next generation.

) Hands-On Homeschooling: Forget boring textbooks! Trailmen learn by doing,
giving a whole new meaning to “homework” that involves more than just staring

at screens or pages.

) Real Social Networking: Boys can’t help but like and share about their time at
Troop meetings and campouts. But not in a digital way! A Trail Life Troop is where
homechoolers like adventure, share new experiences, and build a squad that’s

more family than friends.

) Trail Map to Manhood: Trail Life
isn’t just a club; it’s a boy’s treasure
map to manhood. Boys have a

clear path marked by rites

of passage, and complete with
awards and ceremonies that

make growing up an adventure.

) Epic Proportions: If Trail Life were
a movie, it'd be an epic tale where
scriptural roots set the stage for
boundless adventure, and
unexpected challenges grow

courage and camaraderie, forging
legendary men of character

and conviction.

Join the Adventure! Scan the code to see the rest of the
Top 10 and to chat with a Trail Life chartering expert who
can help kickstart the journey with your church today!
https://www.traillifeusa.com/Top-10

(3

Trail Lif;
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
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8:00 AM
8:00 AM
8:45 AM
40:00 am
40:45 Am
14:45 Am
M AM-2 PM
12:40 Pm
4:30 PM
2:40 PM
3:40 PM
4:40 Pm
6:00 Pm

Doors OPEN

CoFFee SHorP OPENS
MoRrNING KEYNOTE
ExHiBITOR HALL OPENS
MoRNING BREAKOUT A
MornNING BREAKOUT B
LuncH VENDORs OPEN
LuNcHTIME Q&A
AFTERNOON KEYNOTE
AFTERNOON BREAKOUT A
AFTERNOON BREAKOUT B
AFTERNOON BREAKOUT C

Doors CLoSE
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7X7 CONVERSATIONS

= XEli1B i

G SPORTS ACADEMY

TORS

SERVACATIONS

A D DESIGN

GROWING GREAT MINDS

SHELBY'S STITCH IN TIME

A+ HANDWRITING LLC

ADORNED HEART DESIGNS

HOME EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

SONLIGHT CURRICULUM

ALTERNATIVE PATHS TO
COLLEGE CREDIT

HOMESCHOOL ESSENTIALS

ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE

HOMESCHOOL HIVE

SUNCOAST SPEECH
THERAPY

AMSKILLS, INC.

HOMESCHOOLING TODAY

SWEETWATER DEVOTIONS

AMAZING ATHLETES OF
GREATER TAMPA

INFINITY AND BEYOND

ASPIRIAN EDUCATIONAL
CONSULTING FIRM

KIMSPEAKS

TAMPA BAY COMMUNITY
HOMESCHOOL

BJU PRESS HOMESCHOOL

KINGSTONE COMICS

THAT BOOK GIRL (PAPER PIE)

BOOKISH SENSORY PLAY

LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTIAN
HOMESCHOOL ACADEMY

THE HAPPY HOLLISTERS

THE STEAM FACTORY

BRIDGET JEANNE
SPEECH THERAPY

LIGHTHOUSE
HOMESCHOOLERS INC.

THE WELL TRAINING
MINISTRY

BRUDDERS BOOKS

MELANATED HOMESCHOOL
COOPERATIVE, INC.

TRINITY COMMONS COFFEE

CAP IT TAMPA

MR. D MATH

TRINITY HOMESCHOOL
ACADEMY (T.E.A.C.H)

CLASS SOURCE

CLASSICAL CONVERSATIONS

NOELANI ALEXIS
PHOTOGRAPHY

VERO POLO ART

EASY PEASY SCIENCE

OPTIMA ACADEMY ONLINE

DOTERRA ESSENTIAL OILS

FTC TEAM KRAKEN

PARADISE PHOTO BOOTH

FUNDAMENTAL MINDS
EDUCATION SERVICES

PRODUCTIVE BUNCH

SALT OF TRINITY

FLORIDA COLLEGE

SALT&LIGHT CREATIONS

FLORIDA HOMESCHOOL EVAL
WITH JENNIFER BELKNAP

SENSEABLE BRAIN







KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Brenda Dickinson

Founder/President, Home Education Foundation

RN N N A R AN AN
Jason Crawford

Lobbyist & Chief Communications Officer,
Home Education Foundation

Dennis DiNoia

Owner/Educator, Mr. D Math
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ALI BACHAND
(" )

Ali is a wife and
special needs
mom who grew
\. J up with a desire to
teach! After an unexpected diagnosis, she
knew she wanted to take her family’s health
and education in a more God centered
direction. She has been self studying the
body and nutrition for over ten years and
homeschooling both of her children for four
years!

ASHLEY WIGGERS
-

~

Ashley Wiggers
grew up in the
early days of the
. J homeschooling
movement. She was taught by her late mother,
Debbie Strayer, who was an educator,
speaker, and the author of numerous
homeschooling materials. It was through
Debbie's encouragement and love that Ashley
learned the value of being homeschooled.
Currently, Ashley and her husband Alex
are the publishers of Homeschooling Today
magazine. Ashley is the Co-Executive Editor
and a contributing columnist as well as one
of the hosts of their podcast, Homeschool
Boldly. Husband and wife team, Alex and
Ashley are busy raising and homeschooling
their three children while running the family
business together.

ANASTASIA KRONZ
@ )

Anastasia is a
proud, second
generation
\ 7 homeschooler who
was raised in a big family (she's the oldest of
5). She's been married for 24 years to Brian
and now has a big family of her own! God
has blessed them with 4 boys, ranging from
9-17 years old and hopefully soon they will
be adopting a daughter from Central
America. She has the joy of home educating
her boys. This year was an extra special
celebration as they graduated
their oldest son from K-12 home education
and he will head to college in the fall. B.C.
(before children) she was a teacher in
Pinellas County Schools, and loved teaching
students with behavioral challenges. She has
a Masters degree in Education from USF and
holds a dual FL certificate in regular and
special education. She is a local
leader within her Classical Conversations
Community and enjoys helping families
connect with a love of learning.

BRENDA DICKINSON
( )

Ms. Dickinson
and her husband,
. J Crai g, Wwere
pioneers in the present-day home education
movement. She became the President of the
Home Education Foundation after the death
of her husband in 1993. As a result of her
lobbying work on behalf of home educators in
the Florida Capitol, home educated students
enjoy participation in dual enrollment, Bright
Futures Scholarships, music and sports
extracurricular activities, Florida Virtual
School, and Gardiner Scholarships. Brenda
has been our advocate in the Florida Capitol
for more than 35 years.

ANGELA SARABIA
@ )

Angela Sarabia is
an attorney who has
. J worked for years as
a prosecutor in Pasco County. She has also
been an adjunct instructor at PHSC teaching
courses in American Federal Government and
Business Law. She hasbeen homeschooling her
kids full time for over 10 years. She is
currently President of the Board of Directors
at Richey Suncoast Theatre and, in her spare
time, she enjoys acting, play writing, and
script writing.

CANDI SCHULTZ
-

~

C a n d i
Schultz,also
known as Mrs.
C, is originally
. J from southern
California. She moved to Florida in
2014 with her husband, three children,
and a gigantic Goldendoodle. Mrs. C
teaches math, test prep, and college and
career readiness classes with Mr. D Math.
Teaching has been her passion since she
graduated with her bachelor of science
degree in Accountancy. She has been
with Mr. D. Math for the past six years
and loves inspiring her students
to thrive. Mrs. C. enjoys singing,
dancing, and acting and has done
all three professionally. She is a favorite of
the Mr. D Math student community.
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CARMEN SIDBECK
@ )

Carmen’s life
work has been in
early childhood
education.
. / From the age
of 17, she's been “teaching someone
of a young age”. Following 23
years at Memorial Hospital Child Care,
she retired to be home with her two
granddaughters. For a season, she taught
outdoor sensory classes. They included
all sorts of messy play, providing parents
with information on how to and why we were
doing what we were doing. This experience
led her to try her hand at creating sensory
kits centered around books. With props
and articles of interest from the books, a fun
and imaginative learning environment is
possible. The kits are all hands on with a focus
on open-ended play! A curriculum component
was also added, so that parents & teachers

can expand skills with their children. And
that was the beginning of “Bookish Sensory
Play”.

DANA JOHNSON, PH.D.

é )

Dr. Dana Johnson,

Ph.D, MS, OTR/L,
is the Founder of
\ J Spellers Center,
Tampa; Founder of Invictus Academy,
Tampa Bay; and co-founder of the Spellers
Method™. She is a producer of the
award-winning documentary, SPELLERS, an
executive producer of UNDERESTIMATED:
The Heroic Rise of Nonspeaking Spellers,
and co-author of The Spellers Guidebook:
Practical Advice for Parents and Students.
Dr. Johnson has worked with individuals
with motor and sensory differences
for more than 20 years and currently
specializes in supporting nonspeaking,
unreliably speaking, and minimally
speaking individuals to utilize spelling and
typing as a form of communication. Dr.
Johnson started her career as an occupational
therapist supporting children in the public
school system, then moved to private
practice working with individuals with
sensory-motor differences. You can learn
more about her at www.spellers.com.
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CHRIS HANNON
[ )

Chris, who will
be celebrating his
20 year wedding
\ J anniversary this
year, is a graduate of Nova Southeastern
University and the owner of a successful
insurance agency. However, the title he is
most proud of is homeschool dad. Chris and
his wife, Kim, have been homeschooling their
three children since kindergarten - though he
wasn't always fully on board. It took several
years and a worldwide pandemic for Chris to
turn from homeschool skeptic to homeschool
advocate. Chris is passionate about helping
other dads overcome their objections and see
the benefits that homeschooling can provide -
in educational quality, ownership of time, and
family bonding.
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DEB STEVENS, ED.D.
( )

Deb Stevens is
a USF graduate,
earning a bachelor’s
\. J degree in biology
with minors in chemistry and geology
in 1990. She also holds a master’s degree
in educational leadership and a doctorate in
organizational leadership, both from Nova
Southeastern University. She has worked
in education since 1993, starting as a middle
school science teacher. Dr. Deb firmly
believes that dual enrollment is an important
asset to both high school students looking
to pursue a college education and for
their families. She recognizes it as an avenue
for them to save on tuition and books, and
also to get a jump on their higher education,
so by the time they enter college they are
already well on their way to achieving their
educational goals.

DAN STURDEVANT ED.D.
)

s

Raised on a
boarding school
campus where his
\ J parents served
in various roles, Dr. Sturdevant has been
in and around formal education for his
whole life. He has earned degrees from
Wheaton College, Duke University and
UNC Chapel Hill. Dr. Sturdevant is committed
to experiential education, student success,
and building effective and healthy school
cultures. He has spent over a decade in the
classroom and school leadership. He firmly
believes in the mission of Optima Academy
Online, and the power of a classically aligned
education — delivered in virtual reality —
to shape a virtuous and successful next
generation. Outside of school, Dan and his
wife, Christa, have two wonderful daughters
and enjoy spending time together outside,
hiking, biking, and exploring new places.

e XPLORE
DENNIS DINOIA

Dennis DiNoia,
M.A.Ed has been

immersed in
education for
. J over 35 years.

He earned his degree from the University
of South Florida. He is affectionately
known to his students as “Mr. D”. His
online programs have students across
the entire United States and Mr. D
has worked with students on 5 different
continents! Mr. D is a pioneer in “live online
class” which he began leading in 2013. Mr. D's
first book “TEACH — creating independently
responsible learners” was released last
year and has been a top seller in the home
education market. Mr. D's podcast brings
top homeschooling educators, parents and
students with a story to tell. Mr. D is a
favorite speaker at homeschool conventions
as his upbeat speaking style and hands
-on presentations leave attendees inspired to
be homeschool parents and students.



DHYANA LOPEZ

( )

Dhyana has
over 17 years
of experience
treating children
\ / and adults with
communication disorders. Mrs. Lopez
has extensive experience treating
children with Apraxia of Speech
(AOS), phonological disorders, stuttering,
voice disorders, articulation, receptive/
expressive language disorders, pragmatic/
social, Autism, language skills , and feeding
and swallowing disorders (dysphagia) in
children and adults as well as cognitive-
linguistic impairments. Mrs. Lopez is
certified with the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) and a
Licensed Speech-Language Pathologist with
the State of Florida.

ELYCE HOLIGA
N

r

Elyce is a veteran
homeschool mom

L J of 4 who lives in

Tampa. She works as the social media and
customer service coordinator for Geography
Matters, as well as the marketing coordinator
for Homeschooling Today magazine,
Hip Homeschool Moms and The Homeschool
Scientist. Elyce has a passion for tutoring
children and mentoring other homeschool
moms. In her free time she can be found
exercising or cooking up a new creative
gluten free meal or dessert.

DINA FOX

( )

Dina Fox is the
Founder and CEO
of Class Source
of Tampa, Inc., a
\ J/ nonprofit Home
Education Instructional and Support Program
for home education families in the Tampa Bay
Area. As a military “Go Navy” kid growing
up, Dina experienced 12 different schools and
extensive changes in learning environments
growing up due to the constant change
of duty stations for her Father, a United
States Navy Veteran. This showed her that
learning is possible outside of a “system.”
Dina is passionate about parent and student
directed learning and bringing opportunities
and freedom to the community. She and her
husband Jeff, a CyberSecurity Engineer,
have 4 children aged 10 to 30. Dina serves
on the Board of Directors for Class Source,
The Home Education Foundation, and
Kadima Christian Ministries, all of which
focus on Parental rights in Education.

FREDERIC GRAY

é )

Frederic Gray
is enthusiastic
about empowering
families. He has
\ / been invited to
speak across the country at conventions,
churches, colleges, and camps. In 2008,
he started the Fathers of Faith & Daughters
of Excellence retreat, with international
attendance, hosting it until 2018. Parenting,
marriage, homeschooling, and the
culture are just some of the topics Frederic
speaks on from a Christian perspective.
He also empowers dads all over the world
through the online fraternity, Real
Men University. Frederic is the
resident ‘professor’ of fatherhood.
He lives to help people create dynamic
personal and family relationships with
God at the center. Frederic and his
wife, Heather, are the homeschooling parents
of six children. His role as a Christian
husband and dad helping his family
go to Heaven is the most important thing
in his life.

EDWARD THOMAS

(" )

Ed’s passion
. J for sports and
youth development shines every day.
Originally from England, he holds a Master's
Degree in Coaching & Sports Administration
from the University of Central Florida, plus
sports coaching licenses in soccer from
both the UK and the US. With 18 years of
experience, Ed has been a driving force in
youth sports for nearly a decade. Off the field,
Ed enjoys an active life with his wife, Kelly,
their 8-year-old son, Austin, who has thrived
in homeschooling for two years, their lively
dogs Poppy and Beans, and Hugo, a hamster
who lives in a converted 1980s TV set. Ed is
excited to share some great ways to make
homeschool sports productive, accessible,
and fun!

GINNIE ZEMAITIS
@ )

Ginnie is the
Youth Director for
7x7 Conversations,
. J mother of 4
teenage boys and a passionate believer in
the power of mentoring youth as they begin
to form their belief systems. Her experience
studying Christian Education at Moody
Bible Institute helped equip her
to understand how students think
and how to best communicate with
them. As the Youth Director for
7x7 Conversations, Ginnie was vital in
developing the curriculum and topics,
and first trying it out with students. When
she’s not working, Ginnie enjoys being
spontaneous! She and her husband Brian
along with their four boys (Brian Jr.,

Brayden, Brody, and Branson) enjoy
camping, snowboarding, and traveling
together.

INSPIRE | EDUCATE | EMPOWER ‘24




JASON CRAWFORD
-

~

Jason Crawford
. / is the new lobbyist
and Chief Communications Officer for the
Home Education Foundation (HEF). He
originally approached HEF offering his
marketing skills to increase their visibility.
As a father of 4 homeschooled children and
a husband of 20 years, his core passion
is strong families. His desire to preserve
parental rights and school choice with the
least amount of governmental intrusion gives
him a vested interest in the work. In January
2024, he moved his family to Tallahassee
to work alongside Brenda as a registered
lobbyist. Since joining the team, he
has rebranded HEF, created the new
website, manages and directs the public
communications, speaking engagements,
social media, live forum, and the weekly
podcasts. After working with Brenda for a
year, Jason is ready to take the torch and
move HEF into the future.

KAIDEN PADGETT
)

r

Meet Kaiden
Padgett, a young
entrepreneur and
. proud owner of
Ksplitz Creamery. With a passion for business
and desserts, Kaiden turned a childhood
dream into reality by starting a mobile
ice cream business at 18, which quickly
grew into a beloved local shop. Known for
innovative flavors and a fun, welcoming
atmosphere, Kaiden's commitment to quality
and community has set Ksplitz Creamery
apart. Beyond running a successful business,
Kaiden is dedicated to giving back, often
hosting charity events and supporting local
causes. With a keen eye for trends and
an unwavering entrepreneurial spirit, Kaiden
continues to bring joy and sweetness to the
community, one scoop at a time.
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JESSICA HOWARD
( )

Jessica has been
involved in the
\. ministry work of
Trinity Security Alliance since 2016. She
graduated from Embry Riddle Aeronautical
University in 2022 with a degree in Homeland
Security and a minor in Global Conflict
Studies and Psychology. Jessica served an
internship with an anti-human trafficking
agency, Chains Interrupted in Cedar
Rapids, lowa and is fulltime faculty at
DaySprings Academy. She now handles
online memberships and notifications, as well
as assisting Jim Howard as head research
officer for current events and church safety.

- ~ e
-] s
VAR S
’ \ S
] \ N
\ ] N
\ / A2 Y
S’ N

KARLYN SULLIVAN

( )

Karlyn holds a
B.A. in Education
from the University
\. ~ of Florida and
homeschooled her four children from
kindergarten through high school. During
their homeschooling journey, she tried
the traditional homeschool approach,
homeschool co-ops, part public school/part
homeschool, online classes, dual enrollment,
Classical Conversations, just to name a few. By
serving as both the high school counselor
and college admissions counselor for her
children, she learned a great deal about
what colleges are looking for in an
applicant which includes well-written essays,
a robust resume and a professional transcript.
She and her partner, Kathryn Brannan, have
helped a multitude of students successfully
navigate the college admissions process.

JIM HOWARD
-

~

As a National
safety and
. personal
protection speaker, Jim brings a wealth
of knowledge on educating, preparing,
and empowering people and churches
across the country to protect their families,
emphasizing expanding the Kingdom
of God. He served in law enforcement
for 38 years and as a safety expert for 15
years. Jim currently lives in Trinity, FL, with his
wife, Wendy, and their two daughters, Jessica

and Jaycee.
REACH FOR
THE STARS

KATHRYN BRANNAN

( )

Kathryn earned
a B.A. in Political
Science from
\_ _/ Furman University
and a B.A. in Education from the University
of South Florida. With a love for a well-
chosen word and for accurate grammar, she
is passionate about encouraging students
as they pursue their educational goals.
After homeschooling her three sons from
kindergarten through the eighth grade—
with her approaches varying from traditional
homeschooling, a university model school,
various co-ops, Classical Conversations,
Florida Virtual School, and parttime classes
taken through local private schools—her
sons graduated from public high school
and continued their education in college
and graduate schools. Kathryn enjoys
assisting families through their students’
educational journeys (both in homeschool
or traditional school settings) as they develop
organizational and academic skills and as
they walk through the college admissions
process.




KIM CRAGG

é Y

Kim is a wife and
mother who God
has an uncanny
way of making
. / His will known in
her life. She loves telling stories of God’s
faithfulness and loves laughing at herself
when things go awry! Kim is so very thankful
that God redeems all of her stories. From
homeschooling, to kids ministry to just life
in general, she is eager to share her heart
with you!

LAUREN MCKEOWN

( )
Lauren is a 2nd
year student at
Liberty University.
Lauren was
. J homeschooled

from first grade through graduation of
high school. Lauren was involved in many
homeschool groups across the Tampa Bay
Area and although there were times she
questioned going to “traditional school” she
would now recommend it 100%!

KIM HAZELTON, OTR/L
[ )

Kim is a seasoned
homeschool Mom
with two graduates

. / under her belt!
She has also been a pediatric Occupational
Therapist for over 27 years and is the founder
of Sense Able Brain Pediatric Therapy &
Learning Services. The mission of Sense
Able Brain is to help children overcome
challenges to be able to succeed in learning
and life, because no parent should be fearful
about the quality of their child’s future. She
and her team specialize in helping children
who struggle with sensory processing
disorder which impacts learning,
behavior & emotional regulation,
feeding challenges, and speech
& language challenges.

LAUREN VAUGHAN

- )

Lauren’s journey
in education spans
various roles,
from a certified

\. - classroom teacher

in Florida for a decade to a Learning Design
Specialist with Pasco County schools.
With a Master’s degree in curriculum
and instruction, she believes in the power
of educating the whole child. Additionally,
she has served as a private tutor for children
with unique abilities and contributed to
early childhood blogging. Inspired by her
son and daughter, Lauren found her calling
within the homeschooling community, where
she champions individualized learning. With
a focus on integrating nature, fun, and
adventure into education, she strives to
instill a sense of wonder in her children
and those she supports. Lauren is deeply
committed to nurturing child-led learning
and fostering family culture, guiding
families across Florida to discover the joy
and purpose in their homeschooling journey.

KIMBERLEE TUCKER

(" )

Kimberlee is a
compassionate,

h i g h Iy

. Jexperienced
educated professional who has
been a homeschool evaluator
for the past 13 years. She has
grown her name within the community as
the most in-demand homeschool evaluator in
the state of Florida. Throughout her career,
Kimberlee has noticed a need for a place
for the homeschool community to gather
together and support each other through
events, homeschool materials, evaluations,
and more. In addition to her thriving
evaluation business, she is now the proud
owner of The Homeschool Hive.

LEILANI MELENDEZ

(" )

Leilani Melendez,
homeschooling
. 7 mom of four kids,
applies her 10+ years of experience as
a middle school classroom teacher to
provide homeschool evaluator services to
Florida families. She also shares guidance,
resources, and support through her YouTube
Channel “Living With Eve” and other social
media platforms, and has recently written
“Freedom To Learn: Choosing Your Path to
Homeschool Victory.”The book covers the
basics to help new homeschooling parents
get started, but also delves deep and shares
parents’ stories that encourage even the most
seasoned homeschooling parent. Leilani’s
youngest has Down’s Syndrome, which
has inspired her to start connecting with
other families on similar journeys to share
support, information, and encouragement...
because all families are exceptional!
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LYNNE ROBERTS

( )
Raised in an
environment
\ J shaped by

educators, Lynne earned her bachelor’s
degree in special education from USF and
a master's degree in school counseling
from NCCU. Initially, homeschooling wasn't
on the radar for her children. However,
since marrying Jon in 1998, they found that
it was the best decision they ever made,
and one they’ve never regretted. Their
children received their education at
home throughout high school enrolled in
Classical Conversations and both successfully
obtained their bachelor’s degrees. Recently,
their daughter blessed them with their
first grandchild, and they take joy in knowing
that she will be homeschooled, following
in her parents’ footsteps. Over the past fourteen
years, Lynne has held various positions
within Classical Conversations Inc. It's a
tremendous privilege to contribute to a
shared mission of deepening our understanding
of God each day and spreading that
knowledge to others.

MICHELLE BROWNELL

@ )

Michelle is a

home educator,
\_ _J consultant, and
speaker - supporting parents for more
than 15 years. She is the founder of
Homeschool Essentials, which brings the
latest info on parenting, education, and
mental health to an online community
of homeschool parents. She is also the
homeschool specialist for Bright & Quirky,
an international online community for parents
with kids who are twice-exceptional, and the
community coordinator for Big Life Journal.
Michelle is passionate about helping
homeschool parents build connections with
their kids, enjoy their homeschool journey,
and thrive every day — even when
life gets hard! She draws from hard-
won life experiences to share practical
parenting tips, creative teaching
strategies, and words of wisdom
for keeping your sanity. Michelle and her
husband, Jaron, have been married for 29
years and have homeschooled their two
children, whom they adopted at birth.

~

MARLA SCAGLIONE
-

Marla Scaglione,
\. / MS,OTR/L is
a pediatric occupational therapist with
28 years experience. She has a mobile
OT private practice, “A+ Handwriting
LLC” where she works with school-aged
children on her innovative therapy bus, “Miss
Dot”, onsite at schools and homeschool
groups. Marla is a retired homeschool mom,
having homeschooled her three children for
11 years while working part time as an OT and
serving as director of a large homeschool
group during the last 4 years of her
homeschooling journey. Her A+ Handwriting
OT practice specializes in uncovering and
correcting the underlying causes of children’s
handwriting and learning problems.

RACHEL FRETZ-CIANCI

( )
Rachel has
over 15 years’
\. Jexperience

in higher education. Her progressive
experience in admissions, recruitment,
academic advising, counseling, career
exploration, and teaching provides
a well-rounded perspective on the academic,
social, emotional, and financial decisions
that go along with choosing the right
college. Rachel is able to focus on strategic
planning and critical details, while managing
multiple priorities in an ever-changing
academic environment. Rachel’s greatest
accomplishment is empowering high
school students to know their worth and
effectively communicate it within the college
admission process.

-

MAURIE LIEBER

(" )

Maurie Lieber is a
Christian mom of 4
boys just trying her
best to navigate this
\ J crazy homeschool
journey. She and her super supportive husband
have been homeschooling for 9 years. She
is active in the homeschool community and
promotes the importance of great support
systems. Maurie loves to help others along their
homeschool paths.

RACHEL GOOD

( )

Rachel Good has
been married for
25 years to her
. J/ best friend, Joel.
They have a 19 yr. old newly married daughter,
and a 17 yr. old son who recently graduated
high school. Rachel has been a homeschool
mom for 14 years, has taught hundreds
of music students over the last 33 years, and has
been an active member of the community for
27 years. She loves mentoring and discipling
other moms, and especially enjoys helping
parents focus on building good relationships
with their kids above everything else. She
also helps parents get their home education
programs started, and advises on the different
aspects of home education for those already
on their journey.

- an an
- -
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SHAWNA D. WILHOITE
é )

Shawna is
a Family Life
. JEducator

and Consultant. With
a rich background that spans over two
decades, Shawna has dedicated her career
to fostering education and support within
communities, focusing on individual
and community education, advocacy,
and consulting primarily in the non-
profit sector. Since 2018, Shawna has
also taken a deeply personal journey
into the world of homeschooling. Shawna
is now the President of the Melanated
Homeschool Cooperative, Inc.; an
organization that aims to provide a
supportive and enriching environment
for homeschooling families, with a
particular focus on serving the needs of
communities of color. Shawna’s role in
the cooperative showcases her dedication
to creating inclusive educational spaces that
celebrate diversity and foster a sense of
community and belonging.

TOM MUDANO
N

r

Drawing on his
diverse
background
in business,
government, and
\ non-profit sectors,
Mr. Mudano has steered AmSkills towards
becoming a thriving workforce training and
apprenticeship organization in the Tampa
Bay Region. Since its inception in 2014
as an Economic Development Initiative,
AmSkills has been committed to transforming
lives and strengthening communities through
workforce training and apprenticeships.
As President and CEO, Mr. Mudano has led
his team in creating innovative programs
aimed at recruiting, training, and sustaining
a skilled workforce in advanced
manufacturing, public works, and
utilities industries. AmSkills provides
comprehensive career discovery
opportunities, training, coaching and job
placement services, ultimately paving the
way for long-term careers. Mr. Mudano's
was featured in the Tampa Bay Business
Journal’s esteemed list of “Top 25 People
to Watch in 2022" among other awards he
and his team have accomplished.

SUE PUCHFERRAN
@ )

Sue Puchferran
is a Christian
educator who
\. J advocates for
parental involvement in education. She and
her husband, both Biomedical Engineers
from Purdue University, homeschooled
their four children all the way through high
school. Their children have successful careers
in the fields of medicine, law, nursing,
and finance, while maintaining a strong
Christian faith. Sue co-founded the Home
Education Enrichment Day (HEED) program
21 years ago in Boca Raton, offering a
Christ-centered alternative education for
grades 6-12. She also started HEED Adventures
for homeschool students in grades K-5; a
program that teaches children in the way
their brains learn best. Sue serves on the
board of the Home Education Foundation
(HEF), as a homeschool high school advisor,
and is an author and conference speaker.
Her book, “Completing the Journey:
High School/Home School Handbook,”
provides valuable guidance for
homeschooling families.

TARA DITOCCO

(" )

Tara DiTocco is
a holistic health
practitioner and
a board-certified

. / health coach
specializing in gut health, cellular nutrition,
and educating families on how specific foods
can influence children’s moods, behavior,
and overall well-being. With over two
decades of experience in the field, Tara's
profound belief in the power of food
as medicine stems from her personal journey
of using nutrition to restore her son'’s health.
Central to her philosophy is the conviction
that by identifying root causes, providing
proper nourishment, and embracing
a holistic lifestyle, the body possesses
the ability to self-heal. Discover the benefits
of adopting a L.E.A.N. lifestyle to enhance
the health and vitality of both you and
your family.
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Classical Conversations is the homeschool program that
helps you cultivate an inquisitive, thoughtful child
through an intentional, community-based
approach. To learn more, go to:

www.classicalconversations.com/florida

THE
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Homeschool 101: The Basics
BY ELYCE TATE & ANGELA SARABIA

Answers and advice for ALL your homeschool
questions. From filing your notice of intent to
deciding how to manage your schedule, come
and get advice from two homeschool veterans.

Homeschool 201:

Curriculum and Portfolios
BY RACHEL GOOD & LAUREN VAUGHAN

What exactly IS a portfolio and HOW do you
keep one? What's the difference between the
curriculum options? Come chat with Rachel and
Lauren about all this and more!

DISCOVER
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Just the Guys
BY FREDERIC GRAY & CHRIS HANNON

It's ok guys - we know there are a lot of ladies
walking around today. A LOT! Stop into this
forum and share your concerns and your
triumphs as homeschool heroes.

Homeschooling and Special Needs
BY KIM HAZELTON, LEILANI MELENDEZ & KIM CRAGG

Dyslexia and sensory processing and autism, oh
my! ALL children are unique and some have
more unique needs than others. Come talk with
professionals AND homeschool moms who are
walking this road, too!

Homeschooling Through

High School and Beyond
BY DINA FOX, SUE PUCHFERRAN & RACHEL CIANCI

High school doesn’t have to be scary! Come sit
with Dina, Sue and Rachel and let them answer
your questions on how to navigate the high school
years well and prepare your student for the path
that they are meant to follow.







INTRO TO CLASSICAL LEARNING
BY ANASTSIA KRONZ & LYNNE ROBERTS

What is Classical Learning all about? How can one
cultivate a lifelong passion for learning in students?
Is it possible to nurture students’ innate curiosity
while maintaining order and structure? Are you
seeking an education rooted in truth, virtue, and
beauty? Classical Learning prioritizes equipping
students with the skills of critical thinking, rather
than simply focusing on the progression of content.
Students and parents alike will learn how to unravel
the questions being asked into something they can
solve quickly and easily.

CURRICULUM & PHILOSOPHY CHOICES: A DAY

IN THE LIFE OF A “TYPICAL" HOMESCHOOLER
BY ANGELA SARABIA

Virtual-based or workbooks? Open and go or build
your own? Charlotte Mason or Classical? There are
so many options to choose from — how do you know
what’s right for you? Join Angela as she takes you
on a journey through a day in the life of a “typical”
homeschooler and helps you find the confidence to
make your choices!

HOMESCHOOLING FOR PRESCHOOL:

JUST PLAY!
BY CARMEN SIDBECK

Puzzles and books and games, oh my! Guided
learning & opportunities to explore from you and a
natural curiosity from your preschooler is all that is
needed for learning and growth to occur. Come join
Carmen as she shows you practical tips on how to
homeschool your preschooler relying on your child’s
innate desire to learn through play.
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SPATIAL COMPUTING, Al, AND YOUR HOME

LEARNING CURRICULUM
BY DR. DAN STURDEVANT E0.D,

In this session, come learn about how you can safely
leverage emerging educational technologies in
your home learning curriculum. Special attention
will be paid to AR/VR technologies and Al (in
several forms) and how you can utilize these tools
to enhance your child’s learning and prepare
them to engage and thrive in an increasingly
digital world!

GAME ON! LEVEL UP YOUR LEARNING

AND ENGAGEMENT
BY DENNIS DINOIA

Welcome to the exciting world of gamification! In
this interactive workshop, we invite you to explore
how the power of games and game-like elements can
transform the way we learn, work, and interact with
the world around us. Whether you're looking from
the world of a young person, homeschool parent,
an educator, a team leader, a business professional,
or just someone interested in the magic of games,
this workshop will introduce you to the art and
science of gamification. Discover how to incorporate
gamification mechanics into your curriculum to
enhance student learning.

GOAL! HOW T0 MAKE HOMESCHOOL PE

FEEL MORE LIKE PLAYTIME!
BY EDWARD THOMAS

Delve into the world of Homeschool Sports and
PE, where the joy of physical activity meets the
thrill of learning! This session celebrates the
many benefits of sports and PE for homeschoolers,
highlighting how these activities can enhance
physical, mental, and social development. Explore
a variety of ways to incorporate sports and PE into
your homeschool curriculum, including joining local
leagues, incorporating multi-sport fundamentals, and
organizing group activities. Discover how sports can
help us valuable life skills like teamwork, discipline,
and leadership, and how they can be adapted to
accommodate different learning styles and abilities.
Join us as we dive into the fun and rewarding world
of sports and physical education, making them an
integral part of your homeschooling experience!
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WAMPINO'S WORKSHOP: LITERACY BUILDING

THROUGH HANDWRITING CURRICULUM
BY MARLA SCAGLIONE

In this session Marla Scaglione unveils an innovative
approach to literacy and handwriting development
centered around the concept that “handwriting
is a language by hand.” “Wampino's Workshop”
offers a holistic approach to literacy building,
addressing the intricate link between handwriting
and language acquisition. Drawing from evidence-
based research and her extensive experience, she
will present a comprehensive curriculum designed
to foster handwriting skills through a bottom-up
approach, leveraging the Pyramid of Learning model
of human brain development. Key Components of the
Curriculum will also be on sale during the conference.

HOMESCHOOL SURVIVAL KIT
BY ANGELA SARABIA

The homeschooling journey is a marathon, not a
sprint. Veteran homeschool mom Angela Sarabia
has been running this marathon for over 10 years
and will share essential tools, tips, and practices you
can put in place now to avoid burnout and ensure
success.

HOMESCHOOLING BOLDLY
BY ASHLEY WIGGERS

Homeschooling is a faith journey like no other. What
does it mean to homeschool boldly? Does it mean
you know exactly what you're doing? Not at all!
It means you have learned to be confident in the
One who called you to this crazy and amazing role.
Come hear Ashley (a homeschool graduate, now a
homeschooling mom) share her experiences and
encourage your heart in what really matters so you
can homeschool with boldness.

YOU CAN'T TEACH YOUR CHILD EVERYTHING
BY ASHLEY WIGGERS

There is not enough time in the day, or days in the
year to teach your child everything they need to
know. There will be gaps. Why this means we can all
take a deep breath and realize there is no perfect
homeschooling formula to cover it all. So, if you
can’t do everything, what can you do? Come to this
workshop to learn about lasting principles that will
change your homeschool and relieve you from the
stress of perfection.

Q&A WITH HOME EDUCATION FOUNDATION
BY BRENDA DICKINSON, CRYSTAL CRAWFORD & DINA FOX

This interactive session allows participants to ask
questions and gain insights into HEF’'s advocacy
efforts and the impact of legislative decisions on
home education. Learn from the leadership of HEF
about their role in navigating the legislative process,
building relationships with policymakers, and
advancing key issues in home education - and how
it impacts you and your home education program.
Don’t miss this chance to connect with Brenda and
Jason and get your questions answered.

HOMESCHOOL 101: UNDERSTANDING THE

STATUTE & WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU
BY KIMBERLEE TUCKER

Are you just starting your journey as a homeschool
family? Do you need a refresher regarding Florida’s
home education statute? You are invited to join
the owner of The Homeschool Hive, Ms. Kimberlee,
as she shares her knowledge about all the things
you need to know to start strong and thrive in your
homeschool journey.

TRANSITIONING FROM THE CLASSROOM T0
THE LIVING ROOM: WHAT IS DESCHOOLING

AND WHY IT MATTERS
BY RACHEL 600D

School at home should not imitate school in the
classroom. If you're wondering what that change
would look like for your family, come get plenty of
ideas on how to help your kids (and yourself) make
the switch. It takes time to de-program and establish
a new normal, but the process can be a joyful time
as your family begins this adventure.
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PRIMING THE PUMP! PREPARE YOUR CHILD

FOR THEIR BEST LEARNING EACH DAY!
BY DR. DAN STURDEVANT Eo.D.

This session will focus on equipping parents with
proven and effective methods for ensuring your child
is ready to learn throughout each day. We will
focus on both some easily integrated strategies for
your daily routine, as well as some more universal
guidelines and best practices for cognitive and
intellectual development throughout childhood and
adolescence.

TEACH - CREATING INDEPENDENTLY

RESPONSIBLE LEARNERS
BY DENNIS DINOIA

Take a tour of the book “TEACH — Creating
Independently Responsible Learners”. We are living
in the information age. What people miss though, is
that it's not the information that is valuable. What
we, as parents and teachers, need to focus on is
DISCOVERING. TEACH shows you how to help
your students become independently responsible
learners. Once our students know how they can be
independently responsible in how they learn, the
whole world is available to them. Literally. They
become self-directed. They become inspired. They
discover what is most important to them! Discover
how to empower, encourage & acknowledge their
students’ education as the pathway to developing
independently responsible learners. Students will
discover that they can be responsible for their
education and see that embodying knowledge is
where the real power lies.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS

SCHOLARSHIPS DEMYSTIFIED
BY DINA FOX

FES? FTC? UA? PEP? EO? Whatin the world are
these letters and who am | to them anyway? Home
Education has proven itself as a superior education
model over traditional public school models and now
we have the opportunity to have access to scholarships
that can help us access products and services that
our children might now have had access to in the
past. But which one is right for my family? What
are the strings attached? How can | navigate such
a complex system? After dispelling the common
myths and fears surrounding these new options,
we will break down the parent obligations, explain
terms, differentiate between filing reimbursements
and Direct Pay Providers, and go over the correct
methods for filing reimbursements.

HOMESCHOOLING AS A SINGLE PARENT
BY ELYCE HOLIGA

Parenting solo can be daunting, even without
the added responsibility of homeschooling — yet,
certainly not impossible. With the many changes
that have happened in homeschooling in recent
years, homeschooling as a single parent despite
the unique challenges is now more common and
doable than ever. Elyce will share vulnerably from
her own experience and facilitate a safe space to
help answer questions and find support.

WHAT | WOULD HAVE DONE DIFFERENTLY
BY ELYCE HOLIGA

It is said that hindsight is 20/20. What might
you do differently with a hindsight view of your
homeschool journey? If you could sit down with
your future self, having graduated all of your
kids, what you would say? What things would you
change in your homeschooling? With a message of
hope and encouragement from her heart and the
collective wisdom she has learned from hundreds of
homeschool veteran moms, join Elyce as she shares
secrets to a homeschool journey with no regrets.
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A DAD'S DUTY: BALANCING TEACHING

AND DISCIPLINE
BY FREDERIC GRAY

“Homeschooling...that’s my wife's thing.” Dads across
the country are more than ever getting involved in
their family’s home education. But as that happens,
there are a lot of assumptions, miscommunication,
and a whole lot of questions about how to get
involved. Moms, come with your husbands so you
can encourage them to take an active role in your
family educational journey.

KEEPING YOUR SANITY IN THE HOMESCHOOL

C0-0P CLASSROOM
BY KIM CRAGG

You want ME to teach? Co-ops, homeschool groups,
and science lessons during park days sound great,
but when they ask YOU to teach - instant panic!
Join me for a light-hearted discussion about simple
classroom management techniques that will make
your teaching experience survivable, and you might
even enjoy teaching that class!

NEURO ROOTS: A NEURODEVELOPMENTAL
GROWTH APPROACH TO FOSTER SUCCESS

IN YOUR CHILD.
BY KIM HAZELTON, OTR/L

Parents will gain a deeper understanding of how
the 4 critical components of brain development
(Autonomic Nervous System, Sensory Processing,
Reflex Integration, and Movement) interact and can
either promote or interfere with a child’s success
in life and learning. They will leave with some
practical strategies to implement immediately in
the home to improve their child’s process and
learning skills.

READING AS A VISUAL LANGUAGE.
BY KIM HAZELTON, OTR/L

Parents will gain a deeper understanding of how
the visual skills (acuity, oculomotor, and visual
perception) come together to turn letters, numbers,
and symbols into a visual picture in the brain that
helps the child comprehend what they are reading.
The obstacles that interfere with integrated visual
skills will be touched upon, and the parents will
leave with some practical strategies to implement
immediately in the home to improve their child’s
processing and reading skills.
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SENSORY-MOTOR ACTIVITIES FOR OPTIMAL

HANDWRITING DEVELOPMENT
BY MARLA SCAGLIONE

The secret to handwriting proficiency is not just in
the hand. By addressing underlying physiological
and neurological factors while incorporating diverse
and engaging activities, Marla will share many ways
that parents can empower their children to excel
in handwriting. She will delve into evidence-based
therapeutic activities, physiological modalities,
and practical strategies for optimizing handwriting
development. She also will provide practical tips
for parents to incorporate activities at home to
support handwriting development. From fine motor
skill activities and sensory integration techniques
to mindful writing practices and diverse writing
surfaces, we will share numerous ways to foster
handwriting proficiency in children. You will leave
this presentation better equipped to unlock the full
potential of your children’s handwriting skills!

HOMESCHOOLING WITH TODDLERS

IN YOUR HOME
BY MAURIE LIEBER

As if homeschooling was not stressful enough, let's
add some toddlers into the mix. Join Maurie as
she gives some tips and tricks on how to not lose
your mind while trying to school with sweet, sticky,
attention seeking, toddlers running amock.

DEFEAT HOMESCHOOL SCHOOL MOM BURNOUT
BY MAURIE LIEBER

Fill your cup, momma! Come learn from Maurie, a
seasoned homeschool mom, about ways to avoid
burnout and help keep you strong and ready to
tackle this hard journey. We strive to make sure
our kids are thriving in any way we can, but what
about you?






HOMESCHOOLING WHEN LIFE IS HARD
BY MICHELLE BROWNELL

Escape the cycle of overwhelm, burnout, and stress by
embracing the essential mindsets that can transform
how you show up for your days! As moms we feel
like we must keep going when life is hard. What if
you could gain clarity in what matters most to your
family? What if you could feel confident in who you
are as a mother and educator? What if you could find
calm and build connection with your child? These
essential mindsets will impact the way you interact
with your child, and will even change the way you
care for yourself! You can enjoy homeschooling! You
can enjoy being a mom! You can shift from survival
mode to thriving while homeschooling — even when

life is hard!

TEACHING THE CHILD WHO DOESN'T

WANT TO LEARN
BY RACHEL 600D

Children are born learners. It's all they know how
to do when they're little. Somewhere along the way,
some kids lose some of their desire to learn new
things, and this session will guide you in helping to
reignite that flame. Doing school at home is not the
same as learning at home. A student who seemingly
doesn’t want to learn could very likely be resisting
the format and/or method of their homeschooling.
Bring your questions and concerns, and receive
some encouraging direction on moving your child/
teen from a resistant or struggling student back to
an eager and excited learner.

BUILDING HOMESCHOOL

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
BY SHAWNA D. WILHOITE

Homeschooling can sometimes feel lonely and
isolating whether you are a veteran or new to this
adventure. Creating authentic connections and
building community can not only help alleviate some
of those feelings but can also greatly enhance the
homeschool experience for the entire family. This
break-out session will cover the value of community,
challenges to finding community, strategies for
strengthening connections, and benefits of strong
homeschool connections for your kids and for you.
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ELEMENTARY EDUCATION, PROFOUND

LEARNING FOR OUR CHILDREN
BY SUE PUCHFERRAN

This engaging session will empower you to
revolutionize your teaching approach for your
elementary-aged children. Explore the history of
education and discover how traditional methods were
designed to produce workers not thinkers. Dive into
data that illustrate the importance of prioritizing
creativity and engagement in educational practices.
Join Sue as she guides you in understanding how
your child’s brain learns best and how to infuse fun
back into learning, ultimately boosting motivation
and enhancing overall educational outcomes.
Embrace a new mindset of profound learning that
encourages thinking outside the box, igniting your
child’s passion for learning and equipping them with
essential skills for future success. Don’t miss this
opportunity to elevate your teaching strategies and
set your child on a path to thrive in the 21st century.

SAT MATH - IT'S NOT THE MATH, IT'S THE

QUESTION THAT IS CONFUSING!
BY CINDI SCHULIZ

Join Mrs. C for tips and techniques from her SAT
Boot Camps. This workshop will focus on math, the
language behind the questions and show participants
what they really need to know before taking the
math section of the SAT. Find out the words on the
test that give tips for how to solve the questions as
well as learn what formulas you really need to know
before taking the SAT. Students and parents alike will
learn how to unravel the questions being asked into
something they can solve quickly and easily. These
techniques can be used for other testing situations
and subject areas as well.

EARLY UNIVERSITY PROGRAMS AS

ACADEMIC ACCELERATION
BY DEBORAH STEVENS, £0.D. AND DANI TORCHIA, En.D.

This session will cover the Florida Statutes that
enable Florida Homeschoolers equivalent to grades
6-12 the opportunity to attend dual enrollment with
no cost to them. It will go over the state funding
and different school options as well as discussing
the requirements, the process, and how University
of South Florida accommodates homeschoolers and
their parents in both early admissions and dual
enrollment.



THE HIGH SCHOOL TO YOUNG ADULT
TRANSITION: HOW TO LAUNCH AND LOVE

THEM WELL
BY DINA FOX

Parenting doesn’t come with an “off switch” and
neither does Homeschooling! There are practical
steps that we as parents can take to prepare ourselves
AND our teens for the next steps after graduation.
From practical “adulting 101" skills to career and
living situation strategies, we will explore the
mysterious process we call “flying out of the nest.”

PREPARING PROFESSIONAL TRANSCRIPTS

FOR COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
BY KARLYN SULLIVAN & KATHRYN BRANNAN

Are you feeling overwhelmed with the college
admissions process for your homeschooled high
schooler? Are you worried that you don’t have
the skills to present your student as a qualified
applicant? The college admissions process for a
homeschooled student can be a daunting puzzle,
and the transcript is an integral piece of that puzzle.
If you want to make sure that you document your
student’s academic record and accomplishments in
both a professional and easy-to-read fashion, come
learn from two seasoned educational consultants
as they explain their approach to the structure and
content of a winning high school transcript. You'll
also pick up a few free college admission tidbits
along the way!

MY MIDDLE SCHOOLER IS DRIVING ME CRAZY
BY LEILANI MELENDEZ

This workshop will take a look inside the middle
schooler’s brain, discuss what pre-teens and early
teens are thinking and feeling, and offer guidance
for maximizing (and surviving!) the middle school
years in home education. Above all, parents will
learn to enjoy these fleeting, emotional, and pivotal
years with their kids. 2~

THE IMPORTANCE OF PREPARING

FOR COLLEGE EARLY
BY RACHEL FRETZ-CIANCI

Preparing for college early sets the foundation for
future success. By starting early, students gain ample
time to develop essential skills like time management
and goal setting, explore interests, and build a
competitive academic profile. Early preparation also
allows for financial planning, reducing the burden of
student debt. Moreover, it fosters a growth mindset
and increased confidence, crucial for navigating
college life. This presentation highlights the
significance of early college preparation, offering
practical tips and resources to empower students and
parents in their journey towards higher education.
Together, let’s pave the way for a bright and fulfilling
future through proactive planning and preparation.

HIGH SCHOOL MADE SIMPLE
BY SUE PUCHFERRAN

Learn everything you need to know about
homeschooling in the middle and high school years.
A straightforward approach to understanding a high
school scope and sequence, high school credits,
testing, record keeping, transcripts, college
applications, scholarships and more. You will leave
equipped and empowered to complete your journey.

UNLOCKING POTENTIAL: EXPLORING STEM

CAREERS & DISCOVERY
BY TOM MUDANO

Come and learn from Tom, the CEO of AmSkills, about
the often-overlooked job opportunities within the
manufacturing, public works, and utilities industries.
Tom will highlight the academic pathways and skills
necessary to enter these fields, giving you a modern
perspective on these vital sectors. This workshop is
designed to demystify these industries and showcase
them as rewarding career options, helping you make
informed decisions about future educational and
career pursuits in these essential sectors.
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HOMESCHOOLING &

SPECIAL NEEDS

FINDING THE JOY IN UNIQUE ABILITIES
BY ALI BACHAND AND DANA JOHNSON, P4D

Join Ali and Dr. Johnson as they inspire and encourage
you in your journey as a parent of children with
unique abilities. They will provide practical tips and
real-life ideas on how to think outside the box of
standard school supports. Come and find the joy in
the realization that YOU are your child’s greatest
teacher.

PROMOTING COMMUNICATION: EMPOWERING
CHILDREN THROUGH PEDIATRIC SPEECH AND

LANGUAGE THERAPY
BY DHYANA LOPEZ

Dhyana Lopez will be conducting breakout sessions
on how speech-language pathologists can contribute
to the homeschool curriculum. The sessions will
cover various types of speech-language delays/

disorders, including receptive/expressive language,

articulation, swallowing/feeding disorders, and
pragmatic/social skills. Dhyana will discuss how to
identify if a child needs speech therapy and how
homeschoolers can access these services. She will
also highlight milestones for speech and language
development and explain the differences between
public school, private school, and homeschool
speech therapy. Lastly, Dhyana will provide tips
and tricks for parents concerned about their child’s
speech or language development.
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NOT WHATCHA" EXPECTED?

WELCOME TO THE CLUB
BY KIM CRAGG

You've planned and prepared for this since the day
they were born! With stars in your eyes and dreams
in your heart, you pictured yourself as the perfect
homeschool parentto the perfect homeschool children.
As you start teaching your precious prodigies, you
realize something is off. Whether you have a student
who has been labeled a slow learner, ADHD, on the
spectrum, emotional struggles, speech impairment,
or intellectual disability, they are your children to
educate. Now, you are scrambling to figure out how
to realign your dreams with your reality. What do
you do now? Join me as | share my grieving process
through the membership of a club I didn't want a
part of... come hear how to accept that membership
and thrive! Your homeschooling journey won't be
what you thought it was and might be even better
than you can imagine.

PICKY EATERS OR PROBLEM FEEDERS:
WHEN FOOD LIMITATIONS INTERFERE

WITH LEARNING.
BY KIM HAZELTON, OTR/L

Parents will gain a deeper understanding of how and
why children limit the variety of foods they will eat,
including sensory challenges, tongue/lip/and cheek
ties, motor challenges, and head & neck postural
control issues. They will leave with some practical
strategies to implement immediately in the home to
improve their child’s nutrition, life, and learning.

UNVEILING STRENGTH: A MOM'S DAY IN THE
LIFE JOURNEY AS SHE HOMESCHOOLS HER

CHILDREN WITH UNTQUE ABILITIES
BY LEILANI MELENDEZ

Be inspired, and encouraged, and smile a little as
Leilani shares with you her “Day in the Life” journey as
a homeschooling mom. She is a parent to 4 children,
some with unique abilities including ADHD and
Down Syndrome. She will address how she navigates
through unusual obstacles, special medical needs,
therapies, routines, time management, curriculum,
and how she can compassionately homeschool each
child according to their needs. She will also share
how making mistakes is part of the process and how to
overcome these disappointments. This presentation
is a testament to the strength and courage of parents
who go above and beyond to ensure the well-being
and success of every one of their children.



SUCCESSFULLY ADVOCATING AND
INTEGRATING YOUR CHILD INTO

HOMESCHOOL GROUPS
BY LEILANI MELENDEZ

When you have a child with a unique ability, it is
sometimes hard to integrate them into a homeschool
co-op or support group. However, you do want
them to be around other kids. Many groups are
run by parents and adults who do not understand
your child’s ability. How do you navigate all of this
without having your child become a target? How do
you help adults understand your child’s needs with
patience? In this talk, Leilani will share how you
can be an advocate for your child in a world that
doesn’t always understand.

HOW T0 TEACH PURITY TO YOUR CHILDREN
BY FREDERIC GRAY

In a world where purity seems to be a virtue that
is becoming obsolete, it is more urgent than ever
that we as parents help our children live lives of
purity—both inwardly and outwardly. Find out how
to teach purity to your children, and how you can
take advantage of the opportunities inherent in
homeschooling to do it.

4 WAYS YOU CAN AVOID LOSING YOUR

TEEN TO THE WORLD.
BY GINNIE ZEMAITIS

Are you a struggling parent on an uphill battle trying
to protect your teen from the world only to be met
with an apathetic and complacent attitude? This
breakout session includes a transformative learning
opportunity for parents seeking to instill deep
and authentic life change in their teen. Through
interactive discussions and practical tools, parents
will learn how to help, support and guide them
through personal struggles. Drawing from biblical
principles and contemporary insights, this session
will provide parents with successful strategies to

guide their child in developing a firm foundation.

With a focus on fostering critical thinking, spiritual
growth, and a vibrant faith that can withstand the
challenges of the modern world, this workshop
equips parents with the knowledge and skills to
effectively empower their teen.
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CAN | TRUST THE BIBLE?
BY GINNIE ZEMAITIS

How do we know that the Bible is true? Is there
evidence for it? The Bible is the most scrutinized
book in the world. And yet, it is also the best selling
book in all the world. What we believe about the
Bible, dictates our worldview, including how we
live our lives. Is it worth adding to our homeschool
curriculum?

NAVIGATING THE DIGITAL WORLD:
EMPOWERING PARENTS WITH INTERNET

SAFETY STRATEGIES
BY JESSICA HOWARD

In today’s world, our kids have never been more
at risk. With more and more kids accessing the
Internet at younger ages, it is essential that parents
know what threats are out there AND how to prevent
them. As the Internet continues to grow, so do its
associated risks, including online predators and
groomers, human traffickers, and cyberbullies. Learn
about different tools available for parents, how to
start the conversation on Internet Safety, and safety
tips and tricks for the whole family.

EMPOWER YOUR INSTINCTS: UNVEILING

THE WARNING SIGNS OF PREDATORS
BY JIM HOWARD

Most parents have seen the movie “Taken” and are
worried about their daughters and sons when they
travel abroad. But the majority of parents don’t
understand the threat of losing a child can happen
in their own circle of influence. Let me walk you
through several warning signs that every parent and
child needs to be familiar with to spot a predator that
may be the neighbor next door or the charming new
friend your child just introduced you to. Come hear
38-year law enforcement veteran Jim Howard, who
has been teaching others how to protect themselves
in a fallen world for the past ten years.

GENERATIONS

CHRISTIAN CHURCH




SOARING WITH THE STRENGTHS:

EMPOWERING YOUR STRONG-WILLED CHILD
BY MICHELLE BROWNELL

Rediscover your love for your child and learn
strategies for reducing tension and building
connection! We often see our strong-willed child
as intense, pushing boundaries, breaking limits, and
questioning everything. What if we flip the script
and start seeing them as high energy, tenacious,
creative, and curious? Rather than constantly
fighting against your child, learn how to shift from
control to connection, and how to cultivate a home
atmosphere where you can stay calm while your child
feels empowered!

PARENTING BY PERSONALITY
BY RACHEL 00D

Parenting is hard enough, and not feeling like
you really know why your child is the way they
are can make it even more challenging. Learning
how both you and your child are hard-wired can
take a lot of the mystery out of parenting and help
you develop authentic, meaningful relationships
with your kids. Come Discover how to decode the
personalities God has placed in your home, and the
practical application in both daily home life, and
homeschooling. Understanding these truths will lead
to clearer expectations, better communication, faster
conflict resolution, and stronger relationships.

A HOLISTIC JOURNEY TO OPTIMAL HEALTH
BY TARA DITOCCO

A holistic approach to children’s nutrition and
wellbeing. Nourishing body, mind, and spirit. Eating
as God and nature intended. Learning why food is
medicine and how | turned my son’s health around
using this method. How to read labels, what to look
for, what to avoid and why. How to calm an anxious
kid. My top tips and secrets on how to keep our
kids and parents healthy and thriving throughout
the school year.
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SAT MATH - IT'S NOT THE MATH, IT'S THE

QUESTION THAT IS CONFUSING!
BY CINDI SCHULTZ

Join Mrs. C for tips and techniques from her SAT
Boot Camps. This workshop will focus on math, the
language behind the questions and show participants
what they really need to know before taking the
math section of the SAT. Find out the words on the
test that give tips for how to solve the questions as
well as learn what formulas you really need to know
before taking the SAT. Students and parents alike will
learn how to unravel the questions being asked into
something they can solve quickly and easily. These
techniques can be used for other testing situations
and subject areas as well.

UNLOCKING THE TEEN BRAIN: EMPOWERING
EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONING SKILLS FOR

SUCCESS
BY DENNIS DINOIA

Take charge of your academic performance, personal
growth, and future success focusing on and building
executive functioning skills. Join us for an exciting
and interactive workshop designed especially for
teenagers, where we’ll delve into the fascinating
world of executive functions and how they can
supercharge your abilities in school, relationships,
and beyond. In this dynamic session, we’ll explore
the essential executive function skills that every
teenager needs to thrive in today’s fast-paced world.
From effective time management and organization
to decision-making and goal setting, we’ll equip you
with the tools and strategies to promote confidence
and purpose.

3 KEYS T0 COURAGEOUS LEADERSHIP
BY FREDERIC GRAY

Everyone reaches a point where they must lead. But
how? How do you lead a group of people when
you feel like you are learning yourself? And how
do you do it in a way that fits you. Following the
most powerful and dynamic leader ever, Jesus, learn
how to lead wherever God calls you, no matter how
humble your beginnings are.
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DATING AND THE CHOICES YOU MAKE
BY GINNIE ZEMAITIS

So you want to date, huh? How do you find the right
person? What does the Bible have to say about
dating and courtship? Can you find a future mate
and thrive in a meaningful relationship? Well, that
depends. Let’s have a conversation about choices.
Choices with consequences. Choices that can actually
give you what your heart desires. Come interact
with your peers to see what they are thinking and
find out how to embrace God’s design for courtship
and dating.

NAVIGATING THE DIGITAL WORLD
EMPOWERING TEENS WITH INTERNET

SAFETY STRATEGIES
BY JESSICA HOWARD

As the Internet continues to grow, so do its
associated risks, including online predators and
groomers, human traffickers, and cyberbullies.
Learn about different tools available to stay safe,
how to start the conversation on Internet Safety,
and safety tips and tricks for the whole family.

EMPOWER YOUR INSTINCTS: UNVEILING THE

WARNING SIGNS OF PREDATORS
BY JIM HOWARD

Let Jim walk you through several warning signs that
every teen needs to be aware of - learn how to spot
a predator that may be the neighbor next door or
the cool new kid in the youth group. Come hear
38-year law enforcement veteran Jim Howard, who
has been teaching others how to protect themselves
in a fallen world for the past ten years.

STARTING YOUR OWN BUSINESS
BY KAIDEN PADGETT

Key points of this session include the importance
of market research to identify target demographics
and consumer preferences, creating a unique
value proposition and developing a strong brand
identity. Additionally, attendees will learn the
importance of having a detailed business plan,
budgeting, sourcing quality ingredients and how
to obtain the necessary licenses, permits and
insurance required in our business. Learn about
how to leverage social media, provide world class
customer service and grow a profitable business.

MY MOM WANTS ME TO HOMESCHOOL,
BUT [ AM NOT SURE ABOUT THIS

WHOLE THING
BY LAUREN MCKEOWN

Come talk to a homeschool graduate about why
homeschooling is great! It's ok to break free from
that traditional classroom and explore your passions
and interests on your own time! You don’t lose out
on anything by homeschooling and you actually have
MORE opportunity to be social!

UNDERSTANDING YOUR PERSONALITY TYPE

BY RACHEL GOOD

Have you ever wondered why in the world you do
and say the things you do, or think and feel the
way you do? Why are your parents so weird? Or
why do some people ‘get’ you, while others don’t?
What about why you click with certain peers, but
can’t get past roadblocks with others? What kinds of
jobs are you best suited for? Why are some social
situations easier than others? How can you get
people to understand where you're coming from?
Does it bother you if someone doesn’t like you, or
do you not really care? There are real answers to
these questions, reasons for why you are who you
are, as well as practical advice if you're a teen who
could use a decent road map for navigating this
part of life.
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Can | bring my kids?

Of course! Children are always welcome. Children
may attend workshops or shop with you in the
exhibit hall. However, children will need to give up
their seats in the workshops for adults if seating is
limited. And for the enjoyment of everyone, please
remove your child or infant should he or she become
noisy during the workshops. There is an amazing
playground and splash pad on property for your
children to enjoy when they need a break!

Will you offer childcare?

No, childcare will not be offered. However, there is
an amazing playground and splash pad on property
for your children to enjoy when they need a break!

Will there be breakouts my teen
would enjoy?

YES! There is an entire schedule of breakouts
specifically for teens!

Who is included in my family registration?

Your registration is for you and your spouse and
your minor children living in your home. Every adult
needs a registration and a badge to attend any part
of the convention. If there is no spouse attending,
the badges are not transferable to other individuals.

Do you give refunds if | can't make it?

All fees paid are non-refundable.

How can | sign up to volunteer?

Please visit the link on our website

What about grandparents?

We love grandparents! When you arrive onsite,
please bring the grandparent to registration and
request a special grandparent badge. There is
no charge for grandparent badges. If you
pre-registered for a grandparent badge, those
badges will be with your convention badges at
the badge pickup.

Are any discounts available?

Those who wish to volunteer at the event will be
eligible for a rebate based on the number of hours
worked. Please contact our team for more details!

Is outside food allowed?

Outside drinks and snacks are allowed. We ask that
you purchase your lunch on property to support our
vendors and Home Education Foundation. A list of
food vendors will be added to the website, when
available. Trinity Commons Coffee is on property and
will be open for the duration of the event.

Will there be food available on site?

YES! A list of food vendors will be added to the
website, when available. Trinity Commons Coffee
is on property and will be open for the duration of
the event.

Do we have to pay for parking?

No, there is no charge for parking.

Do you offer hotel discounts?

Yes, we do. Please visit this link to book your
room at Holiday Inn Express, just 5 minutes down
the road from our location. You may also call the
hotel directly and mention Tampa Bay Homeschool
Conference when booking.
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